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~—————The information below provides EPA responses to the additional information request pertaining to:

1) Probability of cultural resources, and
2) Native American Contacts

1) Probability of Cultural Resources

The Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (FSEIR), B-18/B-20 Hazardous Waste
Disposal Project, Kettleman Hills Facility, Chemical Waste Management, Inc., CH2M HILL
September 2009 (State Clearinghouse No. 2005041064) evaluated the probability of encountering
~ Cultural Resources resulting from the B-18 expansion project. A copy of the FSEIR Executive
Summary and related information are available at: http:/kettlemanhilislandfill. wm.com/index.jsp

Summary of FSEIR Chapter 3.5 Cultural Resources Discussion:

The following discussion includes the pertinent language from the FSEIR regarding the likelihood
of discovering cultural resources on site and the criteria used in the FSEIR to determine if the
Project would potentially impact cultural resources. In short, the FSEIR concludes that the 1,600
acres that comprise Chemical Waste Management Kettleman Hills Facility (the “Facility™) does not
contain potentially "important" or "unique" historical or archaeological resources, thus the
expansion project (“Project”) is unlikely to result in an impact to cultural resources.

Section 3.5.1 and Section 3.5.3.2

The FSEIR analysis focused on whether the Project would result in an impact to cultural resources
under the criteria set forth in California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”). As discussed in
Section 3.5.1 and Section 3.5.3.2, pursuant CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.5, and Public
Resources Code (“PRC”) Section 21083.2, the potential effects of the proposed Project were only
considered significant if the Project would potentially impact "unique” cultural resources. In
accordance with PRC Section 21083.2(g), an archaeological resource is considered "unique" if it
meets one or more of the following criteria:

e Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions and/or there is a
demonstrable public interest in that information.

e Has a special and particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or the best available
example of its type.

o Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or historic event or
person. :

Section 3.5.2.2.1

As noted in Section 3.5.2.2.1, an archaeological study was conducted by TRC Companies. Inc.
(“TRC”) at the Facility in 2002, and a supplemental survey was conducted in 2003 (TRC 2004) (see
Figure 3 of the FSEIR for the boundaries of the onsite archaeological survey area). These efforts
included an examination of archaeological archival site records, maps, and project files. The
archival search involved the use of the Southern San Joaquin Valley Information Center in
Bakersfield, California, and revealed three prior archaeological surveys in or near the Project area,
which identified two isolated occurrences (“IOs”) within the Facility. The two IOs consist of an
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Request for Information on Culturally Significant Areas

Compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
March 10, 2010

Page-2-0f2

excavation is ~45 feet). Our proposed Area of Potential Effects (“APE”) includes the existing
footprint of landfill B-18 and the expansion area (Figure 2).

If you have any information, maps or reports that describe areas within the CWM Facility
Landfill B-18 area that are culturally significant to the Tule River people, and are interested in
being a consulting party for the NEPA evaluation, please let us know via email
(Poalinelli.edwin @epa.gov) or mail by April 16, 2010.

Thank you for assisting us in our NHPA compliance. If you have any questions, please
contact Chip Poalinelli of my staff at (415) 972-3390 or Poalinelli.Edwin @EPA.GOV .

Sincerely,

\_/ /‘\,'L ij't éa_ /)J,Z 2 A

Cheryl Nelson, Manager
RCRA Facilities Management Office

Enclosures:
Figure 1 — Kettleman Hills Facility
Figure 2 — Area of Potential Effects

cc: w/enclosures

Ruth Adviento Cayabyab

Project Manager

Hazardous Waste Permitting

Operating Facilities Team

Department of Toxic Substances Control

8800 Cal Center Drive, Sacramento, CA 95826

Mr. Tristan Tozer

State Historian I

Office of Historic Preservation — California Parks and Recreation
1416 9™ Street, Room 1442-7

Sacramento, CA 95814

Chemical Waste Management Kettleman Project File
Administrative Record
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excavation is ~45 feet). Our proposed Area of Potential Effects (“APE”) includes the existing
footprint of landfill B-18 and the expansion area (Figure 2).

If you have any information, maps or reports that describe areas within the CWM Facility
Landfill B-18 area that are culturally significant to the Esohm people, and are interested in being
a consulting party for the NEPA evaluation, please let us know via email
(Poalinelli.edwin @epa.gov) or mail by April 16, 2010.

Thank you for assisting us in our NHPA compliance. If you have any questions, please
contact Chip Poalinelli of my staff at (415) 972-3390 or Poalinelli. Edwin @EPA.GOV .

Sincerely,

Cheryl Nelson, Manager
RCRA Facilities Management Office

Enclosures:
Figure 1 — Kettleman Hills Facility
Figure 2 — Area of Potential Effects

cc: w/enclosures

Ruth Adviento Cayabyab

Project Manager

Hazardous Waste Permitting

Operating Facilities Team

Department of Toxic Substances Control

8800 Cal Center Drive, Sacramento, CA 95826

Mr. Tristan Tozer

State Historian I

Office of Historic Preservation -~ California Parks and Recreation
1416 9™ Street, Room 1442-7

Sacramento, CA 95814

Chemical Waste Management Kettleman Project File
Administrative Record
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